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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parents and Partners of HCS,
Over the winter recess, I spent a considerable 

amount of time reflecting on what it is we do for the 
students and community. Specifically, I reflected on 
the cherished and regal past of HCS, what we’ve 
accomplished thus far since I arrived in July of 2015, 
and where we are going in 2017 and beyond.

Our Regal Past
Through the cooperation, collaboration and team 

work from the teachers who arrive early, to the late 
shift evening cleaners, Hamilton Central School 
was recognized in the spring of 2015 by US News 
and World Reports as one of America’s Best High 
Schools. My guess is that Hamiltonians have known 
this for years, and now the rest of America knows. 

What We’ve Accomplished
Since arriving in July 2015, working in tandem 

with our Board of Education, community groups, par-
ents, teachers, and other community members, here 
are just a sample of some of the things that we’ve 
accomplished: 

• Through lobbying, grants and advocacy we have 
been awarded $221,320 in funds to support our 
students.

• We’ve reduced administrative costs by making 
an administrative position a competitive civil 
service position.

• We have worked with Onondaga Community 
College, Mohawk Valley Community College, 
and increased the number of dual enrollment col-
lege courses at HCS! A student at HCS has the 
ability to graduate HCS with 30 college credits 
from our SUNY system. 

• Over the last two years we’ve nearly doubled 
the number of HCS students taking classes at 
Colgate University.

• Through minor adjustments and teamwork, our 
HCS Class of 2016 boasted an astounding 100% 
graduation rate. Virtually unheard of in a non-
selective, community public high school. 

• We have completely restructured our website 
to provide more information and make it easier 
to use. 

• We were named by Niche.com as one of the top 
100 school districts in New York State. 

Where Are We Going?
Author Lewis Carroll once said, If you don’t know 

where you’re going, any road will get you there. At 
HCS we are building our own road and destination.

This fall we have undertaken a comprehensive 
strategic plan. Based on the history that I have 
become aware of, never before have so many com-
munity members played an active role in identifying 
the strengths, opportunities for growth and reasons 
to celebrate HCS. Together we can chart the path for 
sustainability, continuous improvement, and meeting 
the needs of all of our students.

As we continue to move forward, my pledge to 
this community is to have a steadfast focus on adding 
value to this beloved school. I hope the evidence 
provided above is indicative of the trend we are on.  
Teamwork makes the dream work. 

Partner in Education,

Dr. Anael Alston
Dr. Anael Alston, Superintendent of Schools
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Matter of PrinciPal

Hamilton Central School is ranked as a top district in NYS!

I am extremely proud to announce that for the second consecutive year, Hamilton 
Central has been recognized as one of New York State’s top districts.  Hamilton was 
one of five Central New York districts to make Niche Inc.’s annual ranking.  Niche 
analyzed 670 districts in NYS. The five schools and their rank in NYS are:

27.  Fayetteville-Manlius  
(Onondaga County)

45.  New Hartford  
(Oneida County)

61.  Jamesville-DeWitt  
(Onondaga County)

82.  Skaneateles  
(Onondaga County)

90.  Hamilton  
(Madison County)

In 2016, the same five made the top 100, with F-M at No. 20, Skaneateles at No. 39, J-D at No. 48, New Hartford 
at No. 49, and Hamilton at No. 73.

School districts are given a grade for academics, which includes state assessment proficiency and SAT/ACT 
scores, culture and diversity, health and safety, teachers, resources and facilities, clubs and activities, sports, and 
parent/student survey results on overall experience.

We earned a C in diversity, B+ in clubs and activities, A in health and safety, and A+ in all of the other categories. 

This recognition is a testament to the quality of education delivered by our outstanding faculty, the hard work of 
our student body, and the support of our parents.  Our entire learning community was instrumental in allowing us to 
achieve this wonderful honor. I am extremely proud of everyone involved.  

We also ranked #874 in the nation, as Niche assessed 10,364 public school districts across the U.S.

Niche is a Pittsburgh-based company that compiles rankings of colleges, schools, communities, and neigh-
borhoods.

William Dowsland
William Dowsland, Secondary Principal
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Constructing Magnified 3D Models in Math 7
By Mrs. Patel

Winter break is coming up, 
the holiday excitement and 
energy of Math 7 students is 
rising, and Mrs. Patel’s class is 
closing a unit on equations - all 
ready to dive into a deep study 
of ratios and proportions!

One of the most effective 
ways of harnessing the energy 
of students before break to pre-
pare them for what comes next 
is getting them to move around 
and express their understand-
ing of math through rigorous, 
creative, and hands-on activi-
ties. To do this, I assigned the 
following task: create a 3D 
model that is five times as 
large as an object of your 
choice. Tools and materials 
include: cardboard, scissors, 
hot glue gun, paint, tape, meter 
sticks, rulers, and play-dough. 
All measurements must be ac-
curate and precise!

Students initially imagined making larger versions of toy motorbikes and 
basketballs. They realized very quickly that, with a timeline of two weeks and 
a small set of tools and materials, it was essential for the original object to be 
easily measurable and have well-defined edges. This implied that the original 
object should have straight edges, right angles, and perfect circles. 

So, you are probably wondering: which objects did Mrs. Patel’s Math 7 
students decide to magnify and construct? They magnified an eraser, a pencil 
(including every detail of the rectangular strips along the sides), a gluestick 
(yes, it comes with a cap you can take off!!), a large pencil box (opens up, and 
folds back over to “click” shut), among many others. The classroom now also 
has on display a huge calculator, which many students have come by to click on 
-- maybe a student will program it in the future! If you don’t believe it, see the 
pictures below...

What comes next? Here are the mathematics questions we will pursue: 
How many original gluesticks fit in magni-
fied gluestick model? How many calcula-
tors will fit across the surface of the magni-
fied calculator?

All these questions guide students to 
learning ratios of areas and volumes, which 
they will see in Geometry a few years from 
now. Through this exercise, students have a 
foundation to “see” mathematics. They will 
smile when learning about ratios of volumes 
in Geometry class, recalling that they had one 
day discovered these ratios by hand while 
constructing models right before the holidays 
in 7th grade...

Middle School newS
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      Students were required to show an understanding of the trends in the periodic table of elements by mak-
ing a periodic table of the items of their 
choice.
Students made holiday ornaments using 
a super saturated borax solution.  This 
activity concluded the chemistry unit 
in physical science and was perfect for 
our holiday break.  Pictured below is the 
crystal dog ornament by Bergen Linden.

     Reagan Toomath shared an At-Home experiment she conducted of acids by soaking the shell off of an egg 
by placing it in vinegar.  The remaining egg bounced like a rubber ball. 

Currently the 7th grade Technology 
class taught by Mrs. Bossard is learn-
ing how to assemble bird houses, which 
were measured and cut out by the high 
school’s Agricultural Mechanics class. 
Agricultural Mechanics students learned 
how to read plans, draw measurements, 
and then safely and accurately use the 
chop saw in the wood shop.  Then the 
7th grade Technology class checked for 
accuracy of measurements of the bird 
houses in order to confirm that they 
would be ready to be built.

In 7th Technology, students learn basic 
woodshop skills and learn how to safely 

use woodshop hand tools. The bird house is their first 
woodshop-based experience, and as such they get a hands 
on experience working with wood and discovering new 
techniques associated with woodshop.  This helps further 
their understanding of technology.

The class is having an amazing experience working 
in the woodshop, and they get to learn much more about 
agriculture and wood shop throughout the rest of the year. 
They will also be learning how to sand the finished bird 
house, and then one of Ms. Corning’s art classes will be 
learning how to wood burn and stain, which helps com-
plete the process of the bird houses. All of the 7th graders 
are donating their bird houses to the DEC (Department of 
Environmental Conservation) to help protect wild birds. 

7th Grade Technology Class
by: Madison Gibbons

7th Grade Science Projects 

Middle School newS

2017-2018 UNIVERSAL  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

The Hamilton Central School Universal Pre-Kindergarten 
/Targeted Pre-K program is currently accepting applications 
for our 2017-2018 school year.

The UPK program is FREE to children who live in the 
Hamilton Central School District and will be age 4 by 
12/1/17.  Applications must be submitted by May 1st, 2017.  
A lottery will be held as per UPK guidelines for all students 
who have registered by the deadline.  Students who are not 
accepted into the UPK program may then be eligible for our 
Targeted Pre-K program, if their families meet the entrance 
criteria.  If the number of applicants exceeds the number 
of openings within our Pre-K program, acceptance will be 
based on eligibility and Pre-K guidelines. All children who 
are not admitted into our Pre-K program, will be considered 
for potential placement at alternative settings.

Applications may be found online on the HCS website (ham-
iltoncentral.org) or picked up at the school.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mr. Kevin Ellis at (315) 824-6330.

2017-2018 Kindergarten 
Registration 

Hamilton Central Kindergarten registration has begun for 
the 2017-2018 school year.  Parents of children who will be 
5 years old by December 1st, 2017, are invited to visit the 
Hamilton Central School website under “Parents”, “Forms”, 
or stop by the elementary office for an application to enroll 
their child for the 2017-2018 school year. Your child’s birth 
certificate, official immunization record and proof of resi-
dency  will be required for registration. 

Please submit Kindergarten applications by Monday, 
May 1st, 2017, in order to be scheduled for a screening. 
Screenings for incoming kindergarten students will take 
place May 23rd, 24th and 25th, 2017.  An appointment letter 
will be sent to you with a day and time to bring your child 
in for screening.

For more information call Lynda O’Keeffe, Elementary 
Secretary, at 824-6330.
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Congratulations, Musicians!
Congratulations to Kevin Schult 

and Franny Lucey-McCabe for being 
selected to participate in the New York 
State School Music Association’s 
(NYSSMA) All-State Music Festival, 
which was held on December 1-4 in 
Rochester.  This is the highest honor 
for a high school musician in New 
York State.

Tarik Cigeroglu, Sam Williams, 
and Aidan Woods were chosen to 
participate in the Area All-State band.  
Students selected to perform in the 
Area-All State Chorus include Colin 
Fadale, Mark Dunckel, Franny Lucey-
McCabe, Cadi Klepeis, Lily Klepeis, 

Sophie Shiner, Nick Swensen, Jacob 
Hill, and Danny Jerome. Paul Schult, 
Kevin Schult, Quinn Robertson, TJ 
Larson, and Noah Walden partici-
pated in the Area-All State Orchestra.  
The festival was held on November 
18th/19th at SUNY Oneonta.

Several students were chosen for 
Area All-State and All-County music 
ensembles.

Congratulations to Emma Carter, 
Ben Pollock, Brice Sharp-Ballinger, 
and Thomas Simpson for being 
chosen to participate in the Madison 
County Music Educator’s junior high 

All-County Band.  Tarik Cigeroglu, 
TJ Larson, Sam Williams, and Aidan 
Woods were chosen to participate in 
the Madison County Music Educator’s 
senior high All-County Band. Sixth 
graders participating in the 6th grade 
All-County Chorus are McKinley 
Craven, Camille Kenyon, Julia Carter, 
Craig Arquiett, Eliot Pendleton-With-
erspoon, Gavin Poyer, and Jaquavious 
Horne. Also, congratulations to Dora 
Ammerman and An Xin Zheng for be-
ing accepted into the Junior All-County 
Orchestra. The all county music festi-
val will be held on January 20th/21st at 
Chittenango High School.

HCS Students Receive Scholastics Silver Key Award
Hamilton Central School 

District is proud to announce 
that Junior Ada Hayduke-
Toomath and Freshman Ian 
Wilson are recipients of the 
Silver Key award for their 
artwork submitted to the 
Central New York chapter of 
the Scholastics Art and Writ-
ing competition. 

Both Ian and Ada are in-
credibly talented artists who 
have a strong future ahead 
of them in the Arts. The 
Silver Key Award presented 

signifies “stand-out works 
submitted to local programs 
that demonstrate exceptional 
ability.” The Scholastics 
programs has been in place 
for over 70 years, and in the 
Central New York chapter 
alone, there are over 400 
schools from 13 counties 
that are able to participate, 
with annual submission rates 
totalling well over 5,000 
works of art. These numbers 
make our chapter one of the 
largest in the nation. 

The exhibition of over 
1,800 works of art will take 
place at Onondaga Commu-
nity College in the Whitney 
Applied Technology Center. 
Artwork will be on display 
from January 13th through 
March 3rd, 2017. The exhibit 
is open daily, Monday-Fri-
day 9am-7pm, Saturday & 
Sunday 9am-6pm, closed 
January 16th. 

Ada plans on studying 
illustration and/or animation 
in college and is currently 

looking into attending the 
Minneapolis College of Art 
and Design, School of Visual 
Arts, or Pratt Institute. She is 
a member of Art Club at HCS. 
Ian is the creative director 
for Aladdin and is currently 
a swimmer for Sherburne-
Earlville School District. 
While not planning to pursue 
Art in college, Ian intends to 
continue his passion for the 
Arts in school and in extracur-
ricular activities.

Regents are being offered January 24th-January 27th. 
The schedule is as follows:
January 24th 
8:00 a.m. - Global History & Geography, Physical 
Setting/Physics, RCT in Reading
12 NOON - English Language Arts (Common 
Core), RCT in Science

January 25th

8:00 a.m. - Living Environment, Physical  
Setting/Chemistry, RCT in U.S. History & Govern-
ment 12 NOON - Algebra2/Trigonometry, RCT  
in Mathematics

January 26th

8:00 a.m. - U.S. History & Government, Physical 
Setting/Earth Science, Geometry (Common Core)
12 NOON - Algebra I (Common Core),  
RCT in Writing

January 27th

8:00 a.m. - Algebra II (Common Core), RCT in 
Global Studies
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The HCS Elementary 
School Team is made up of 
teachers, non-instructional 
staff, a board member, my-
self and HCS parents.  The 
purpose of the Elementary 
School Team is to allow for 
the sharing of responsibility 
and accountability in deci-
sion making about school 
policy and management. 
This year, the team has iden-
tified the goal of improving 
communication between 
school and HCS families.  
Early on we identified the 
need to improve parent/
teacher conferences that take 
place in November.  The 

team worked to draft a letter 
that will go out to parents in 
advance of the conference.  
The letter will outline what 
the teacher expects to talk 
about, but will also leave a 
space for parents to write 
in topics or questions that 
they would like to discuss 
at the conference.  This 
will ensure the conference 

allows time for parents to 
voice concerns.  The School 
Team also helped to create 
a better schedule that will 
allow for longer conference 
times.  Look for both of 
these changes next fall.  

This year, the elementary 
faculty and I have taken on 
the goal of improving our 
assessment practices.  We 
are defining, refining, evalu-
ating, organizing and outlin-
ing all of our assessments.   
Currently, we are working 
on reaching a consensus 
about how to assign grades 
and what each performance 
level indicates (1,2,3,4).  We 

will define each level with 
descriptors and examples.  
Additionally, our teachers 
have been working with 
staff developers from Co-
lumbia Teacher’s College to 
analyze student assessments 
and create small groups for 
targeted instruction, based 
on the data.  

We have many assess-
ments that we use for 
multiple purposes.  Some of 
the assessments are formal 
and some are informal.  
Sometimes the information 
is used to inform instruc-
tion for individuals, small 
groups, and whole groups 
of students.  Other times 
the data is used to evaluate 
instruction, programs and 
services.   Over the coming 
months, we will be working 
in teams to determine what 
all of our common, school-
wide assessments will be, 
and how we will use them to 
inform our instruction.  All 

of this will be documented 
in writing and shared with 
parents so that we can 
increase the level of under-
standing of our assessments 
and their use.  

It is important for us 
to clearly articulate these 
assessment practices to our 
HCS families.  

When most of us think 
of assessments we think 
of unit tests, State assess-
ments, computer-based test-
ing (NWEA) or benchmark-
ing.  These are all examples 
of formal assessments 
used here at HCS.  All of 
these help to inform our 
instruction and determine 
support for students.  Here 
at HCS, we also place a 
high value on our informal 
assessments.  We call this 
conferring and it happens 
within the workshop model 
everyday.  Teachers spend 
time listening and convers-
ing with individual students 
in every subject area.  We 
believe that this is where 
the most important and 
detailed data is collected.  
Conferring helps us to 
gather critical information 
that shapes instruction for 
individuals, small groups, 
and whole groups.  This 
incremental data gathering 
is held with as much regard, 
if not more, than formal 
traditional assessments.  

It is our mission to educate 
all of our students to be 
prepared for the demands 
of the 21st century.  Assess-
ments are a key piece to this 
process.  This summer, I will 
be putting all of our assess-
ment practices together in 
a document and sharing it 
with the community.  I look 
forward to any feedback you 
may have as we convey this 
information to the families of 
this wonderful community.  

Regards,

Kevin Ellis
Kevin Ellis,  
Elementary Principal

Hello HCS Families,  
eleMentary newS
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First Grade
First grade was lucky enough to finish their How-to writ-

ing unit with a visit to 
the New York Pizzeria 
“Slices”.  They learned 
first hand the process 
of  “how-to” make pizza 
from start to finish from 
the pizza masters.  The 
Hances showed them 
everything from mak-
ing the dough to cutting 
the finished pie.  We 
were overwhelmed with 
the generosity of the 

Hances.  They gave us dough to play with and lots of fresh, 
hot pizza.  What a yummy day!!  Thank you so much for 
teaching us!!

Third Grade
Third grade traveled to Syra-

cuse in December to watch an 
Off Broadway presentation of 
the musical “Mary Poppins”. 
Students learned the songs in 
music class preceding the trip. 
Before watching the musical, 3rd 
graders settled on a lens in which 
to watch the show. Students paid 
close attention to set design, 
occupations during the time 
period, character development 
or choreography. 3rd graders cre-
ated pieces that represented their 
observation upon our return. This 

was a magical experience for all involved and we are so 
grateful to the Emerald Foundation for this opportunity!

Fourth Grade
The 4th graders in 

Mrs. Rowland’s Social 
Studies class have been 
working on the unit, The 
Iroquois in New York 
State.  As part of the 
unit, students learned the 
strategy of ‘text map-
ping’ to help preview a 
non-fiction piece of text.  
The students used differ-
ent colored highlighters 
to color-code and bring 
attention to certain text 
features they noticed.  
Features such as titles, 

subtitles, vocabulary, illustrations, captions, maps and 
timelines were highlighted and noted.  Students worked in 
cooperative groups, encouraging lots of discourse concern-
ing their observations.  This is a great way to preview a text 
before reading.  It helps students to notice the main idea and 
make connections.  This is a useful strategy to try on any 
non-fiction piece.  

In the Elementary Art Room
Fourth graders are exploring the idea of expression. How 

do we express an idea through our artwork? We looked at 
Keith Haring’s figures and how they express movements 
and ideas with simple lines and shapes. His figures are 
created with bright colors with no identifying features like 
specific colored hair, eyes, clothes, etc., which makes them 
relatable to all of us. The artwork reminds us of cartoons 
because of the thick black outline and simplicity of details. 
We also noticed that the small, black, repeating lines along 

the figure show move-
ment. After analyzing 
some of Haring’s pieces, 
the fourth graders chose 
an idea to express that 
they enjoy, such as danc-
ing, playing soccer, paint-
ing, or swimming. They 
created a Keith Haring 
inspired portrait using his 
method of bright colors 
and thick black outlines 
that show movement. The 
outcome has been nothing 
short of amazing, as each 
fourth grader’s artwork 
is unique to their inter-
est, lively, and inspiring. 
When we reflected on 
our work, we concluded 
that these pieces express 
happiness, excitement, 
playfulness, and fun!

eleMentary newS
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Organization
US Postage 

PAID
Hamilton, NY 

13346

Postal Customer
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Direct Phone Numbers:
Provided below are direct phone numbers to assist you in contacting the person to whom you wish to speak.
Superintendent/District Office ...............................................................................................................................................   824-6310
Secondary Principal/Main Office/Purchasing  .........................................................................................................................824-6320
Elementary Office ....................................................................................................................................................................824-6330
Business Manager  ...................................................................................................................................................................824-6372
District Treasurer  ....................................................................................................................................................................824-6360
Technology Department  ..........................................................................................................................................................824-6388
HS/MS Counseling Office  ......................................................................................................................................................824-6327
School Nurse  ...........................................................................................................................................................................824-6340
Athletic Director  .....................................................................................................................................................................824-6370
Transportation Department  .....................................................................................................................................................824-6392
Maintenance Department  ........................................................................................................................................................824-6342
Special Education Department  ................................................................................................................................................824-6350
Cafeteria  ..................................................................................................................................................................................824-6382
Receptionist/Attendance/Main Entrance ....................................................................................................................824-6301 or 6302

IMPORTANT DEADLINE TRANSPORTATION REQUESTS
Transportation requests for children attending private, parochial schools or places other than their home, for the 

purpose of day care, in 2017-18 are due to the District Office by April 1st.

2017-18 BUDGET CALENDAR of EVENTS
February 9 Regular BOE Meeting - Budget Discussion  

w/ Board of Education
February 28 Budget Coffee - Time TBD
March 1 Petition forms available (online or at District  

Office) for Board of Education Candidates
March 2 Budget Coffee - Time TBD
March 9 Regular Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
March 15 Deadline for submission of petition to be placed  

on ballot
March 21 Budget Workshop - 5:00 p.m.

April 11 Preliminary Budget Hearing - 6:00 p.m. 
Possible adoption of 2017-18 Budget

April 17 Petitions for Board of Education candidates are  
due by 4:00 p.m.

April 25 Regular Board of Education Meeting 
May 5 Budget Newsletter Available
May 9 Public Budget Hearing - 6:00 p.m.
May 16 Budget Vote and School Board Elections - Noon 

to 8:00 p.m.
 Regular Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 p.m.


